
April Newsletter 
United Methodist Church of Dodge Center 

 

Pastor: Chad Christensen  

Email:  revchriste5@gmail.com  

Cell phone: 507-517-4160 

Pastor Chad’s Office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday- 9:00-12 :00 
 
Administrative Assistant: Janet Sinning 
Email:   secdcumc@gmail.com 
 

Phone:  507-374-6885 (Office) 
Office Hours:  Monday & Thursday’s  
    8:00- 1:00 
 
 
 
Website: www.dodgecenterumc.org 
 

Visit us and like us on Facebook! 
 

 
Dodge Center United Methodist Church 
PO Box 98 
20 First Street NE 
Dodge Center, MN 55927 
 

Worship Services  8:00 am in  

person and online on Facebook.  
 
: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Chad’s Message… 
This past month and a half, several of us 
have been studying the book Grateful: 
The Transformative Power of Giving 
Thanks, by Diana Butler Bass. 

Diana writes about seeing the present 
time from a wide angle, like that of a 
camera lens.  A hurtful past can be re-
deemed through a new perspective.  In 
the book, Diana asks: Can you remember an event that was 
painful at the time, but that now makes you feel grate-
ful?  When we think back, a contrast develops and we go 
from experiencing immediate loss to eventual blessing.  In 
this, a new vision is made for our personal history and this 
creates ground for gratefulness to be ripe.  

Remembering the actual past, even if that past was difficult 
and filled with ingratitude, allows us to see the past from an 
angle that was  impossible at the time to see, but now paves 
the way for fuller appreciation of present joys. Sometimes 
gratitude hides at the edges of our experience. But taking in 
the grace of great things as pondered and observed over 
time can widen the angle of our lens, so to speak, bringing 
gratefulness into fuller measure in our present lives.  

We have begun this month with an Easter celebra-
tion!  Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed!  Hallelujah!  The 
tomb is empty.  Jesus' resurrection took place. Our God is a 
God of life, not death!  God overcame death and the cross 
with Jesus. 

We have our earthly pains, as did Jesus. We have a Lord 
who knows our wounds and scars.  We skip into spring with 
grateful hearts knowing God's blessings for us are se-
cure.  Thanks be to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

Happy Easter to All of You, 

Pastor Christensen 

 

     April 18 
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Evan Schmoll    2 
Jackie Schmoll    3 
Dylan Freerksen    5 
Andrew Narveson   5 
Loren Olson    6 
Dennis Hester    8 
Lyla Bowman           10 
Brent Freerksen      11 
Deegan O’Neil         11 
Tyler Kispert           29 
Beverly Rohwer       30  
Ellie Freerksen 30        

 

April Anniversaries 
 
Chris & Lisa O’Neil                   16 

For believers, spring is a reminder that God is 
all about making things new. In fact, Jesus 
promised to make everything new one day 
(Revelation 21:5). In the meantime, He gives us 
glimpses of the coming attractions 
through spring.  

Many thanks to Carole and Larry 
Burtis for providing the palms for 
Palm Sunday. 

Thank you for the delivery drivers from our church for the SEMCAC Meals-On-
Wheels in Dodge Center the weeks for March 8

th
 and March 15

th
.   

The drivers are:  Diane B., Doris W., Ellie F., Pastor Chad C., and Sheila F.  

   --------------------------------------  

We will be scheduled again the weeks of June 1
st
 and June 7

th
 to deliver meals.  

I will check with the drivers again the middle of May to get scheduling drivers.  
Sheila Freerksen     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers:  
April 4  Isaac Olson 
April 11 Tyler Kispert 
April 18 Ralph Burtis 
April 25 McKenna Freerksen 

Counters: 
April 4  Kim Marquardt and Sean Lepp 
April 11  Dale and Lona Jensen 
April 18  Ralph Burtis and Lisa O’Neil 
April 25 Kelly Amunrud and Kim Marquardt 
 
If you are unable to do your duty on the as-
signed Sunday, please find a substitute. 

 
Grandchildren 
Service men and women 
Those who have no church home 
Young adults who have left the church 
Those who suffer from mental illness 
and addictions; and their families 
Those affected by Alzheimer’s and other 
ailments of    aging 
Traveling mercies 
Unspoken prayers   

Can’t make it to in person worship? You 
can view the service each Sunday on Face-
book.  Search United Methodist Church of 
Dodge Center. You don’t need Facebook to 
view our service. 

Need a prayer shawls, fidget blan-
ket or face mask? 
 
Prayer shawls, fidget lap blankets, and cloth face 
masks are available at church at the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact the  church office 374-6885 or 
Lois Lepp for assistance if needed. There is no 
charge for any of these items but a contribution to 
the church would be welcome for anyone who 
chooses to do that! 
 
Thank-you to Barbara Gilliland and Cheryl Stow-
ers for knitting and crocheting the prayer shawls. 
There are also fleece wrap around prayer shawls 
available. There is a accompanying card with a 
prayer poem 
hat goes with each shawl. This poem explains that 
each prayer shawl was made with love and pray-
ers, to bless the one who receives it! 

Giving– just a friendly reminder to con-
tinue  sending your giving to the 
church. You may mail it to                                         
PO Box 98                                     
Dodge Center, MN 55927 

 

 
 
 
 
WWAP (Women With a Purpose) will meet on 
Friday, April 16 at 9:30 a.m. at the church. All 
women of the church and friends are welcome 
to join us for an informal time of fellowship. 
Please bring a lawn chair, if the weather is nice, 
and your own beverage and a snack to share if 
you wish. If the weather is cool or rainy, we 
will meet inside. 



 

 

Our church will be collecting money for Heifer International, beginning March 21 through April 25. This is our 
9th year that we have been collecting money to send to Heifer International.  Our goal has always been to 
raise $1,000 or more.  We would like to match or surpass $1,000 this year!   

We will kick off our Heifer International fundraiser on Sunday, March 21. Join us for worship that day.  Typ-
ically we have the children participate in a noisy offering but due to COVID restrictions, we will not be taking a 
noisy offering, during worship, this year. However, you can still collect your coins, bring them to church, and 
put them in the Heifer cans that will be located behind the pews.  We could even have a friendly competition 
between the east side and west side pew goers.  Cash and checks are also accepted.  You can make checks 
out to Dodge Center UMC and put “Heifer International” in the memo section.  We will continue to collect mon-
ey through Sunday,  April 25.  For more information on Heifer International you may go to www.heifer.org.   
 

 

Sunday School back on the Schedule!!! 
For the remainder of the 2021 school year, we will be offering Sunday School classes as long as 
our church remains opens for in-person worship.  Children ages 3 through 6th grade are invited to 
attend.  We will hold Sunday school classes during worship on the dates listed below (every other 
Sunday beginning March 21).  Mark your calendars now.  Worship begins at 8:00.  The children 
will begin  worship with their parents, go up to the front of the church for the children’s sermon 
with Pastor Chad, and then go downstairs to Sunday school class.  Children must wear masks and 
social distance when possible. 

Date Lesson 

April 11 Easter:  Go and Tell  (Matthew 28:19) 

April 25 Daniel in the Lions’ Den  (Psalm 121:2) 

May 9 Jonah (Jonah 4:2) 

May 23 
“Dig Into the Bible”  
** 3rd Graders will receive Bibles from the church during the children’s moments. 



 

 April Sunday School Lessons 

 

April 11 - Easter: Go and Tell  
  
Main Idea:   
The resurrected Jesus told his disciples to go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that 
Jesus commanded.  The unit uses the Bible story included in 
Matthew 28:1-10, 16-20.  All four Gospel writers tell the story of 
Jesus’ resurrection.  Details differ, but all tell the same message: 
Jesus lives!  Details differ, but all agree that women were the first 
to hear that good news. 
Objectives:  
Children will explore the following concepts… 
 ~ Jesus rose from the dead. 
 ~ Through Jesus, God offers new life to people everywhere. 
 ~ Jesus expected his followers to continue the work he started. 
 ~ What Jesus told his followers applies to Jesus’ disciples today 
 .~ Each of us has unique abilities we can use to tell the good news of Jesus. 
 
 

April 25 - Daniel in the Lion’s Den 

   
Main Idea:  In Daniel we hear stories of people God called to be 
faithful and to stand up for God.  Their stories inspire us and help 
us learn more about what God calls us to do and be. 
Scriptures:  Daniel 3 and 6. 
Objectives:  
Children will… 
 ~ Discover biblical characters who stood up for their  beliefs  
     in God’s rules. 
 ~ Discuss ways to stand up for what they believe. 
 ~ Experience ways God calls us to be faithful even though it may be hard to do. 
 ~ Discover that by being faithful to God, we are setting an example for those who may not    
     know God.  
 ~ Discover that sometimes it takes courage to stand up for our faith in today’s world. 



 

 

 
DODGE CENTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021   (Approved) 

 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Beth Hanggi (SPRC), Chad Christensen (Pastor), Dale Jensen (Trustees), Kelly Amun-
rud (Trust Fund), Lisa O'Neil (Ad Council Chairperson), Sheila Freerksen (Secretary Ad Council), and Ty-
ler Kispert (Treasurer).   
 
MEETING:  Lisa called the meeting to order.  The Vision Mission statement was read in unison. Concerns 
and praise reports were shared.  Pastor Chad opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
SECRETARY:  The 1-19-2021 Ad Council minutes were distributed.  Motion was made to approve the 
minutes.  Motion was seconded and approved.   
 
TREASURER:  $11,258.22 bank balance with $3,388.38 in outstanding checks and $1,894.75 in out-
standing deposits for an ending book balance of $9,761.65.  Apportionments due for 2020 are 
$4,935.91.  January 2021 apportionments due are $720.01. Tyler will pay the 2021 apportionments and 
then work on paying the 2020 apportionments due.    
 
TRUST FUND:  $64,000 balance at this time.  
 
TRUSTEES:  Light bulbs have been changed up high in the altar.  
 
SPRC:   A meeting will be scheduled soon.   
 
 
PASTOR:  (See page 2) 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Pastor Chad, Lisa, and Beth participated in the Virtual Simpson Forum through the 
Trinity Lutheran church in St. Peter, MN the last 4 weeks.  Upcoming Lent service will be tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 17

th
 at 6:30pm.  A book study will be offered the following Wednesdays through 

lent.  Youth classes were also discussed.  Sunday School will be offered March 21
st
.  Heifer International 

donation was discussed and decided upon collecting money through a noisy offering.  We will collect 
money through Easter.  Destroying UMC Financial Records from 2013 was discussed.  A motion was 
made to destroy the financial records.  Motion was seconded and voted on.  The motion was approved.   
 
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, March 16

th
 at 6:30 pm. 

  
Sheila Freerksen 
Administrative Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

December 24th 7:00 pm 



 

 DCUMC:  Pastor Chad’s report for 1/8/21 to 2/9/21 

Home/phone visits: 7;   Letter writing of encouragement/care to mem-
bers:  7                                                                                                   
Pre-marriage/wedding planning visits: 0                                                                                
Nursing home or facility visits: 0                                       
Funerals: 0;   Weddings: 0 Vacation days taken in 2021: 1 day (Jan. 2) 
 

Pastor Chad’s Ministries & Activities: 
·       Calling parishioners on phone to check-in; fewer home visits right now as desired by church members 

·       Planning ahead for Lenten worship 

·       Creating mid-week devotions 

·       Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) worship planning 

·       Pastor’s text study with Kenyon area Lutheran and Methodist pastors (weekly) 

·       Finished completing 2020 reports for Conference 

·       Attending with Trinity members via Zoom, Simpson Seminar on mission, St. Peter, MN (4 Wednesday 
nights) 
 

UPCOMING Ministries & Activities 

Continued planning for Lent 
Review where we are at with Sunday school/youth ministry (at Ad Council?) 

“Thinking Outside the Box on Outreach” congregation meeting (after we re-open)—where does this stand, given 
our lower worship numbers right now, would we get attendees? 

Keep pace with general home visits 

Planning Thurs. Facebook devotions series on “love” w/ Michael Curry book 

Will hold book study during Lenten Wednesdays 6:30pm (Feb. 24-Mar 24) via Zoom/in person with book 
“Grateful” by Diana Butler Bass (with Trinity) 

Thinking about Sunday school and Youth strategies 

Will provide a more “mission-oriented” sermon message on 2nd Sunday of the month to keep our focus on church 
growth and vitality 
 

Note:  Doris Weber will serve on SPRC. 
 

Correspondence –   
OFFICE HRS: 
Trinity:  Mon: 9-noon; Wed: 9-noon; 
DCUMC:  Tues.: 9-noon & Thurs 9-noon (w/secretary at UMC) and pastor’s text study 

Friday- Pastoral visitation and final prep for Sunday 

Sat.: day off;  Pastor Chad’s mobile number: (call/text)  573-514-5007   



 

 You’re Invited!! 
Join us for a… 

Free Turkey 

Dinner  
(open to anyone in the community) 

Due to COVID restrictions, only 
Take Out & Curbside Pickup will be available 

Wednesday, April 21 
Time: 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Dodge Center United Methodist Church 
1st Street and 1st Avenue; Dodge Center 

 
Dear Members,  

We could use help with this event.  If you are interested in helping 

out by providing food or helping set up, serve, or clean up, please 

sign up with this link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094CA5AC2AA1FA7-umcfree7 

Or you can email Lisa O’Neil (peelette@yahoo.com) and she’ll add 

you to the sign up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094CA5AC2AA1FA7-umcfree7


 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Maundy 

Thursday 

worship 

6:30 pm 

2 Good 

Friday 

worship at 

West Con-

cord UMC 

6:00 pm 

3 Holy   

Saturday 

4   5  6 7 8 9 10 

11 Sunday 

School 

12 13 14 15 16 WWAP 

7:30 am 
17 

18 Newslet-

ter Deadline 

Native 

American 

Ministries 

Sunday 

19 20 Ad 

Council 

6:30 pm 

21 Admin-

istrative 

Profession-

als Day 

22 Earth 

Day 

23 24 

25 Sunday 

School 

26 27 28 29 30  

April 2021 

8:00 am worship Easter Sunday 
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While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;
[a] with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  


