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United Methodist Church of Dodge Center 

 

Pastor: Chad Christensen  

Email:  revchriste5@gmail.com  

Cell phone : 573-514-5007 

Pastor Chad’s Office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday- 9:00-12 :00 
 
Administrative Assistant: Janet Sinning 
Email:   secdcumc@gmail.com 
 

Phone:  507-374-6885 (Office) 
Office Hours:  Monday & Thursday’s  
    8:00- 1:00 
 
 
 
Website: www.dodgecenterumc.org 
 

Visit us and like us on Facebook! 
 

 
Dodge Center United Methodist Church 
PO Box 98 
20 First Street NE 
Dodge Center, MN 55927 
 

Worship Services  8:00 am in  

person and online on Facebook.  
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Pastor Chad’s Message… 
 

“Handing Down the Faith” 

 

“My child, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, or lose heart…
for the Lord disciplines those whom he 
loves… God is treating you as chil-
dren; for what child is there whom a parent does not disci-
pline? Moreover, we had human parents to discipline us, 
and we respected them. Should we not be even more willing 
to be subject to the Father of spirits and live?” (Hebrews 
12:5b-9) 

As Christians, one of the blessings of our identity and work 
on behalf of the Kingdom of God is having the opportunity 
for and acting upon legacy leaving.  For us that means hand-
ing down the faith, teaching those of the next generation the 
“things of God.”  We are in the season of Epiphany, which 
means “revelation, openness to seeing God at work, behold-
ing ‘aha!’ moments of the Holy Spirit working in our 
midst.” We reflect again about how we can, through our 
church, be heralds or bearers of Christ for our children.   

Children’s minds go to places of routine, they see actions 
and various behaviors (from their peers and from adults), 
they wonder what they see on television or hear adults talk-
ing about, their minds are sponges that soak up the stimuli 
that we allow (and sometimes don’t allow) them to see, hear 
and understand.  I am not a parent, but I am a child of par-
ents and I know that it took work for my parents to steer me 
to that which was good for me to witness, like allowing me 
or providing me the opportunity to step into steams of life-
giving water.  This was in addition to those things outside of 
their control that I nevertheless saw and heard, not all of 
which was life giving water, but murky water at best. 

How will we be the church for our children this year?  
There will always be murky water around our children.  We 
hope that as the pandemic lifts, we can get back to a sem-
blance of normality that will make handing down the faith 
easier again albeit sometimes in new ways.  This may look 
different.  I believe that we will not be able to “shed” screen
-time or on-line technologies so quickly… and in fact, in 
many ways may continue to be useful and strong tools for 
Christian education and our witness of Christ.   

So, be thinking about what “modes” we can employ for the 
good ministry of Christian education.  It is legacy leaving.  
Share your thoughts with me or a Council member.  We 
hope to “open school” through our church as well, some 
time and perhaps in a new way.  Thank you for your prayers 
and thoughtfulness for acting on your faith for this im-
portant legacy leaving.    Pastor Chad 
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The best thing about a     
future is that it comes one 
day at a time. 
~Abraham Lincoln 

http://www.dodgecenterumc.org/


 

 

  
February Birthdays 
 

   
Linda Wallerich   1 
Kole Delzer   3 
Connor Kispert   9 
Jason Peck               9 
Eric Hoffman  10 
Janet Bugarin         13 
Roger Freerksen 14 
Lois Lepp         16 
Steve Delzer           17 
Cheryl Stowers  19 
Robert Bowman 24 
Kendy Parker  26 
Chris O’Neil  27 

 

 A few of our ministries 

 
Fidget Lap Blankets, cloth  face masks, and 
prayer shawls are available at the church. 
Contact the office  374-6885  or Lois Lepp 
for assistance if needed. There will be no 
face mask box on the outside railing during 

the winter. The Dodge County Food Shelf is in need of food 
donations.  
The food shelf is still in need of canned vegeta-
bles, paper products, and boxed food items. 
There is a container for donations by the front 
door. The need is great, please consider donating 
items.  

Food Shelf Donations 
 
Thank you for your donation to the Semcac 
Kasson Food Shelf and for helping to pro-
vide food to those in need. Your support 
really makes a difference in our community 
in the fight against hunger. 
 
This past year we donated 93.4 lbs of food 
to the Dodge County Foodshelf 

Greater Minnesota Gas Announcement 
Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. (GMG_ would like to remind res-
idential homeowners or renters of the Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (EAP). This federally funded program helps pay for 
home heating costs for income qualifified customers. Please 
contact your local EAP Service Provider to apply. For help 
finding your local EAP provider, call us at 888-931-3411. Ap-
plications must be received or postmarked by May 31, 2021 to 
be processed for benefits for the 2020-20212 program year. 
You can find more information on-line at the Minnesota De-
partment of Commerce website at: https://mn.goiv/commerce/ 

February Anniversaries 
 
Robert & Julie Bowman 15 
Melecio & Janet Bugarin        18 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers:  
Feb. 7  Janet Bugarin 
Feb. 14 Sheila Freerksen 
Feb. 21 Lisa O’Neil 
Feb. 28 Tyler Kispert 

Ushers: 
Feb. 7  Brent Freerksen  
Feb. 14  Sean Lepp 
Feb. 21  Dale  Jensen 
Feb. 28  Phil Stowers 
 Counters: 
Feb. 7  Kim Marquardt and Ralph Burtis 
Feb. 14  Lisa O’Neil and Shawn Lepp 
Feb. 21  Dale and Lona Jensen 
Feb. 28  Lisa O’Neil and Kelly Amunrud 
If you are unable to do your duty on the as-
signed Sunday, please find a substitute. 
    
 

 
 
 
Grandchildren 
Service men and women 
Those who have no church home 
Young adults who have left the church 
Those who suffer from mental illness 
and addictions; and their families 
Those affected by Alzheimer’s and other ailments of    
aging 
Traveling mercies 

   

Can’t make it to in person worship? You 
can view the service each Sunday on Face-
book.  Search United Methodist Church of 
Dodge Center. You don’t need Facebook to 
view our service. 

Need a prayer shawls, fidget blan-
ket or face mask? 
 
Prayer shawls, fidget lap blankets, and cloth face 
masks are available at church at the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact the  church office 374-6885 or 
Lois Lepp for assistance if needed. There is no 
charge for any of these items but a contribution to 
the church would be welcome for anyone who 
chooses to do that! 
 
Thank-you to Barbara Gilliland and Cheryl Stow-
ers for knitting and crocheting the prayer shawls. 
There are also fleece wrap around prayer shawls 
available. There is a accompanying card with a 
prayer poem 
hat goes with each shawl. This poem explains that 
each prayer shawl was made with love and pray-
ers, to bless the one who receives it! 

Giving– just a friendly reminder to con-
tinue  sending your giving to the 
church. You may mail it to                                         
PO Box 98                                     
Dodge Center, MN 55927 



 

 

 

Dodge Center United Methodist Church 
In-Person Worship Guidelines for Reopening 

Effective Sunday, January 24, 2021   8:00 a.m. Worship Service 
Updated – January 19, 2021 

 
We are planning to start in-person worship effective January 24 at 8:00 a.m.  Please join us if you are 
able.  If not, we will be live streaming the service on our Facebook page.   
 
Welcome back to worship!   
 
Please use social distancing and wear a mask when you attend worship service.  If you do not have a 
mask, there are some available at church.  
 
We will not be passing a microphone for announcements or prayer concerns during the ser-
vice.  Please email the pastor ahead of time so your requests can be included in the ser-
vice.  Pastor Chad’s email is revchriste5@gmail.com.  If you do not have email or if you have 
something come up last minute, please plan to come a few minutes early to let the pastor know 
your requests.   
 
Arrival 
Enter through the main doors only.  The other doors will remain locked. 
Please remain 6 feet apart from others as you enter. 
Pick up a bulletin from the white table. 
If you brought an offering, leave it in the offering plate on the white table. 
Please do not gather to talk at this time.  You are welcome to do that after the service outside. 
Go directly to a pew.   
 
Where to Sit 
Some pews will be cordoned off.  Proceed to the first pew open at the very front of the church.  We need 
to fill these first to minimize people walking past other people.   
Family members may sit in the same pew together. 
2 non-family members may sit in the same pew but on opposite ends, at least 6 feet apart.  You must en-
ter and exit from the end of the pew you are sitting.  Do not slide across the pew to get to the other side. 
 
Dismissal 
After the service, please exit directly out the main doors.  The rows in the back of the church will exit first.   
Please remain 6 feet apart from others. 
You are welcome to gather on the front lawn to talk with others but please use social distancing and stay 
6 feet apart.   
Do not block the side walk if you are staying to talk with others. 
Please take your bulletin with you and discard it at your home.     
 
Thank you for following these guidelines! 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
. 
 
 

December 24th 7:00 pm 



 

 

DCUMC: Pastor Chad’s report for 11/12/20 to 12/6/20 
Home/phone visits: 8 
Drive-Thru Communion: 3 (Nov. 15) 
Pre-marriage/wedding planning visits: 0 
Nursing home or facility visits: 0 
Funerals: 0 
Weddings: 0 
Pastor Chad’s Ministries &amp; Activities: 

Planning and facilitating worship video live streaming while closed 
Cancellation/building closure announcements, administrative work 
Creating mid-week devotions 
Pastor’s text study with Kenyon area Lutheran and Methodist pastors (weekly) 
Planning for Advent/Christmas worship 
Planning and facilitating worship video live streaming while closed 
Participating in Ecumenical Thanksgiving worship, Nov. 22 at 6pm at Praise Fellowship Church in 

Dodge Center 
Writing report for Charge Conference meeting 

 
UPCOMING Ministries &amp; Activities 
 

Planning and facilitating worship video live streaming while closed 
Looking ahead to Christmas and Epiphany 
Keep pace with general home visits 
Will provide a more “mission-oriented” sermon message on 2 nd Sunday of the month to keep 

our focus on church growth and vitality 
 
Correspondence – 
 
OFFICE HRS: 
Trinity: Mon: 9-noon; Wed: 9-noon; 
DCUMC: Tues.: 9-noon &amp; Thurs 9-noon (w/secretary at UMC) and pastor’s text study 
Friday- Pastoral visitation and final prep for Sunday 
Sat.: day off 
Pastor Chad’s mobile number: (call/text) 573-514-5007 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOIN US SUNDAY MORNINGS BY PHONE! 
Do you or someone you know not have internet access or a way to watch Sunday's service on Facebook?  You can 
now listen to the worship service by calling in by phone.  It's simple.  Call this toll free number 1-240-794-4139.  
When prompted, put in this PIN:  763958216#   The voice recording will welcome you to a google meeting.  That 
is the program we are using to connect.  Give it try!  This is a great way for those without internet to stay connect-
ed! 



 

 

DODGE CENTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020  (Updated) 

 
ATTENDANCE:  Beth Hanggi (SPRC), Chad Christensen (Pastor), Dale Jensen (Trustees), Kelly Amunrud 
(Trust Fund), Lisa O'Neil (Ad Council Chairperson), Sheila Freerksen (Secretary Ad Council), and Tyler 
Kispert (Treasurer) 
 
MEETING:  Lisa called the meeting to order.  The Vision Mission statement was read in unison. Concerns 

and praise reports were shared.  Pastor Chad opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 

SECRETARY:  The 11-17-2020 Ad Council minutes were distributed.  Motion was made to approve the 
minutes.  Motion was seconded and approved.   
 

TREASURER:   $15,321.32 Current balance. Outstanding checks $4,067.70.  Set aside $1,900 for parsonage 
property taxes.  Apportionments for 2020 owed $6,734.24.  After December payroll is $6,000 left over.  Pro-
pose to pay 3 months still owed on apportionments $2,525.34.  Voted on this and approved.  Some money will 
be reserved for taxes due in the first quarter.   The parsonage renter hasn’t gotten a water bill.  Tyler will take 
care of getting this to them. Parsonage rental check will be recorded on the Sunday giving sheet and deposited 
in the bank with the other checks.  During our closure, the person recording the service (Kelly or Lisa) will 
count with Janet B. (organist) since they will be at church on Sunday.  If they are unable to count, Janet S. can 
contact Kim M. to see if she can count.  Dale and Kelly said they would be available to help as well.   

 
TRUSTEES:  The UMC church west door entry will have the combination changed.  A small amount of peo-
ple will have that combination.  Dale has fixed/changed the water softener, at the parsonage.  The drain needed 
to be rerouted as well.   
 

SPRC:   A 2% increase in pastor’s wages for 2021 has been approved.  A 2% wage increase for the secretary, 
Janet S., and 2% increase for organist, Janet B., for 2021 has been approved.   
 
PASTOR:  (See page 2) 
 
OTHER:  Two banners will be on the front lawn. The Christian supplier donated banners for free.  December 
15th is the Annual Charge Conference meeting at 6:30pm.  In preparation for the charge conference meeting, 
Lisa presented Forms 1, 4, 5, 7, and the 2021 budget for approval.  Forms were approved.  Other forms need to 
be submitted to Lisa before the Dec.15 meeting.  We discussed whether our church should be open or closed 
due to the pandemic and Bishop’s recommendation.  Discussion was held.  A decision was made to be closed 
through Sunday, January 17.  We will discuss this again at our next Ad. Council meeting on January 19.  Face-
book Live sermons will be available for members.  A “call-in” option is also available through google meets.  
The Facebook Live sermon will also be emailed to members.  Our December 13th and December 20th sermons 
will be Facebook.  Pastor Chad will be on vacation December 27 so we will post Bishop Ough’s sermon on 

Facebook that Sunday.  We have discussed our Christmas Eve service.  We decided that we will provide the 
service through Facebook Live on December 24 at 7:00 pm.  There will be a small team that works on that ser-
vice.   
 
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, January 19th, at 6:30pm. 
  
Sheila Freerksen, Administrative Council Secretary 
 



 

 

Lenten Topical Theme for Devotions on Facebook: Love 
 
Jesus says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I loved you, you should love one 
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples” (John 13:34-35, NRSV). 
 
 Lent begins on February 17th , which is Ash Wednesday. There will be a live streamed service that day for 
Ash Wednesday, but we will not be gathered for worship or meal on the Wednesdays of Lent this year, due to the 
virus. 
 
 In place of Wednesday worship between Ash Wednesday and Easter, I will be delivering devotions on five 
Thursdays, February 25 through March 25, on our Facebook page using the book Love is the Way: Holding on to 
Hope in Troubling Times by Michael Curry, national bishop of the Episcopal Church. You are welcome to pur-
chase this book as a supplement to what I highlight in my devotions. It is available on Amazon between $15-20 
new and used; and at local booksellers as it was published just last year. 
 
 Bishop Curry is one of the most beloved spiritual leaders of our time, and his book is about putting faith into 
action. As the descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Michael Curry&#39;s life illustrates 
massive changes in our times. Much of the world met Bishop Curry when he delivered his sermon on the redemp-
tive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle. Here, he expands 
on his message of hope in an inspirational road map for living the way of love, illuminated with moving lessons 
from his own life. Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the Way shows us how 
America came this far and, more important, how to go a whole lot further. 
 
 The way of love is essential for addressing the seemingly insurmountable challenges facing the world today: 
poverty, racism, selfishness, deep ideological divisions, competing claims to speak for God. This book will lead 
readers to discover the gifts they need in order to live the way of love: deep reservoirs of hope and resilience, sim-
ple wisdom, the discipline of nonviolence, and unshakable regard for human dignity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Book/Bible Study on Wednesdays, February 24 – March 24 
 

 The next book/Bible study led by Pastor Chad will be in both gathered and Zoom format on Lenten 
Wednesdays, February 24 – March 24, time TBA.  The gatherings will be alternately held at Trinity and the United 
Methodist Church in Dodge Center. 
 
 I’m offering a choice of books to both churches again.  Reply to Pastor Chad  - 
revchriste5@gmail.com   your preference for which book to read, and what time is best for you, 6:30 pm or 
7:00 pm on Wed. nights February 24 - March 24. 
 
These are the book preferences:  "Unafraid", "Grateful", and "The Good Life."  
 
Unafraid, by Adam Hamilton.  Drawing on recent research, inspiring real-life examples, and fresh biblical insight, 
Rev. Adam Hamilton uses a mixture of facts and faith to help readers understand and counter fears related to death 
and illness, as well as the everyday anxieties all of us encounter. 
Rev. Hamilton is the senior pastor of the 20,000-member Church of the Resurrection, a Methodist church in Kansas 
City.  He writes on reconciliation and renewal in the Church, and is bestselling author of twenty-five books.  
 
Grateful, by Diana Butler Bass.  If gratitude is good, why is it so hard to do? In Grateful, Diana Butler Bass untan-
gles our conflicting understandings of gratitude and sets the table for a renewed practice of giving thanks. Four out 
of five Americans report feeling gratitude on a regular basis, but those private feelings seem disconnected from 
larger concerns of our public lives. In Grateful, cultural observer and theologian Diana Butler Bass takes on this 
“gratitude gap” and offers up surprising, relevant, and powerful insights to practice gratitude. 
 
Diana Butler Bass is the author and teacher, and was a columnist for the New York Times Syndicate, and blogs for 
the Huffington Post and the Washington Post on issues of religion, spirituality, and culture. Bass is a popular 
speaker at conferences, colleges and universities, and churches across North America.  
 
The Good Life, by Peter Gomes.  Rev. Gomes is unmistakably a preacher and teacher.  This book is like a long ser-
mon, articulating what "the good life" is, through the lens of Christian tradition, and then explores the virtues that 
enable one to live that life.  Little of what Rev. Gomes writes is, by his own admission, particularly new.  Doing 
good is essential to the good life but is not radical, nor is his encouragement to pursue a life of prudence, justice, 
temperance, fortitude, faith, hope and love.  
 
The late Peter Gomes was a Baptist preacher who served as chapel minister and taught on the subject of Christian 
morals at Harvard Divinity School.  Inspired by the Bible and moral tradition, Rev. Gomes examines the search for 
a noble purpose; concepts of failure and success, freedom and discipline in the ongoing search for goodness; and 
the virtues, cardinal (prudence, justice, temperance, and fortitude) and theological (faith, hope, and love).  Recover-
ing tradition and reclaiming the lessons of the past, Gomes crafts a moral compass for uncertain times. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
Black       

History 
month 

1 
National 
Freedom 
Day 

2 
Groundhog 
Day 

3 4 5 6 

7 
Communion 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
Valentine’s 
Day 

15 
 

16 
Ad Council  
6:30 pm 

17 
 

18 19 20 

21 
First Sunday 
in Lent 

Newsletter  

Due 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       
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Say cheese, Johnny 
A  mother was driving to a grocery store with her 5-year-old son, Johnny. 
They soon found themselves in a thunderstorm. Flashed of lightning and 
rolls of thunder fame one after another. 
The mother looked down at Johnny, thinking perhaps he might be afraid. In-
stead he was smiling. 
“Johnny, why are you smiling?” she asked. 
“Because God keeps taking my picture,” he answered. 


