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Pastor Chad’s Message… 
“…for my sake and for the sake of the 
good news, who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age—houses, 
brothers and sisters, mothers and chil-
dren, and fields, with persecutions—
and in the age to come eternal life” 
Mark 10:29b-30 

A continued blessed Christmas and 
New Year’s to you all (the Christmas season continues, 
through January 5).  I hope your holidays were a special 
time even as they might have been different from other 
years. 

We leave 2020 behind in the rear view mirror.  Whatever 
kind of year it was for you, probably a mixture of different 
occasions (or lack thereof) and with them emotions, we will 
very well find that the year changed us.  It has been said 
about the term “crisis” that we are never quite the same on 
the other side of it. 

When I wrote this article in mid-December, it was a mild 
day and I decided to go on a brief drive which included vis-
iting a cemetery in the area.  I like the peace, the honored 
symbolism, and the relative “unchangedness” of cemeteries.  
On the farm I grew up on, we have a small 90-grave ceme-
tery.  The Rose Hill Mennonite cemetery (named after our 
Rose Hill township) dates back to the 1870s.  Those stones 
are hard to read now as the stone has weathered over time.  
A church used to sit in front of the cemetery, but has since 
been removed, and so the cemetery is lined with trees and 
shrubs on all four sides, and then our farm buildings and 
pasture are on the other side.   

Cemeteries give way to remembering.  For those grave-
stones that have dashes between two dates, a life has been 
lived and such life now rests with God eternally.  What 
were the paramount occasions held within those dashes—
that span between birth and death?  The good, the not-so-
good, the plain ugly?  For yours and my dash, we have the 
experience of 2020, of remembering 9/11, celebrations ob-
serving birth, baptisms, first set of car keys, weddings, and 
maybe divorces, natural calamities, and suddenly tragic cir-
cumstances, or disease or injuries.  Then reality of death is a 
mark in time, but not a finality.  We have Jesus’ work, his 
crucifixion and his defeat of death as our reality that death 
does not overcome us, but that we will have eternal life.  I 
have seen this phrase on a grave stone:  “Rest eternal grant 
her, O Lord.  And let light perpetual shine upon her.”  These 
familiar words are spoken by the minister at a graveside ser-
vice. 

(Cont. on page 4) 
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When you get to your wit's 
end, You'll find God lives 
there.  

http://www.dodgecenterumc.org/


 

 

  
     January Birthdays 
 
Lona Jensen   6 
Laura Peck                   6          
Ronald Olness   7 
Carole Burtis   8 
Donald Subbert   8 
Hannah Olson  11 
Robin Burtis  16 
Heather Bowman  16 
Deb Papenfus  16 
Martin Franko  21 
McKenna Freerksen 22 
Randy Franko  31 

 

   

 

 A few of our ministries 

 
Fidget Lap Blankets, cloth  face masks, and 
prayer shawls are available at the church. 
Contact the office  374-6885  or Lois Lepp 
for assistance if needed. There will be no 
face mask box on the outside railing during 

the winter. The Dodge County Food Shelf is in need of food 
donations.  
The food shelf is still in need of canned vegeta-
bles, paper products, and boxed food items. 
There is a container for donations by the front 
door. The need is great, please consider donating 
items.  

Martin & Glennis Franko 20 

January Wedding Anniversary 

Food Shelf Donations 
 
Thank you for your donation to the Semcac 
Kasson Food Shelf and for helping to pro-
vide food to those in need. Your support 
really makes a difference in our community 
in the fight against hunger. 
 
This past year we donated 93.4 lbs of food 
to the Dodge County Foodshelf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
At our recent Blood Drive we had 24 
donors donate 22 units of blood. 

Greater Minnesota Gas Announcement 
Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. (GMG_ would like to remind res-
idential homeowners or renters of the Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (EAP). This federally funded program helps pay for 
home heating costs for income qualifified customers. Please 
contact your local EAP Service Provider to apply. For help 
finding your local EAP provider, call us at 888-931-3411. Ap-
plications must be received or postmarked by May 31, 2021 to 
be processed for benefits for the 2020-20212 program year. 
You can find more information on-line at the Minnesota De-
partment of Commerce website at: https://mn.goiv/commerce/ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers:  
Jan. 24  Sheila Freerksen 
Jan. 31  Tyler Kispert 

Ushers: 
Jan. 24  Ron Olness and  Phil Stowers 
Jan. 31  Colin Lepp and Sean Lepp 
 Counters: 
Jan. 24  Kim Marquardt and Shawn Lepp 
Jan. 31  Dale and Lona Jensen 
 
If you are unable to do your duty on the as-
signed Sunday, please let Janet S. know by 
Wednesday noon. secdcumc@gmail.com 
    
 

 
 
 
Grandchildren 
Service men and women 
Those who have no church home 
Young adults who have left the church 
Those who suffer from mental illness 
and addictions; and their families 
Those affected by Alzheimer’s and other ailments of    
aging 
Traveling mercies 

   Can’t make it to in person worship? You 
can view the service each Sunday on Face-
book.  Search United Methodist Church of 
Dodge Center. You don’t need Facebook to 
view our service. 

Need a prayer shawls, fidget blan-
ket or face mask? 
 
Prayer shawls, fidget lap blankets, and cloth face 
masks are available at church at the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact the  church office 374-6885 or 
Lois Lepp for assistance if needed. There is no 
charge for any of these items but a contribution to 
the church would be welcome for anyone who 
chooses to do that! 
 
Thank-you to Barbara Gilliland and Cheryl Stow-
ers for knitting and crocheting the prayer shawls. 
There are also fleece wrap around prayer shawls 
available. There is a accompanying card with a 
prayer poem 
hat goes with each shawl. This poem explains that 
each prayer shawl was made with love and pray-
ers, to bless the one who receives it! 

Thank-you to Randy and Karen Franko for putting up the Christmas 
tree in the sanctuary. The tree was given a memorial gift, last year, from 
the Forrest Kispert family. Also Thank-you to Barbara Gilliland for mak-
ing the wreath that hangs outside by the bell tower.  

Giving– just a friendly reminder to con-
tinue  sending your giving to the 
church. You may mail it to                                         
PO Box 98                                     
Dodge Center, MN 55927 
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December 24th 7:00 pm 

JOIN US SUNDAY  MORNING BY PHONE! 

Do you or someone you know not have internet access or a way to watch Sunday's 
service on Facebook?  You can now listen to the worship service by calling in by 
phone.  It's simple.  Call this toll free number 1-240-794-4139.  When prompted, put 
in this PIN:  763958216#   The voice recording will welcome you to a google meet-
ing.  That is the program we are using to connect.  Give it try!  This is a great way 
for those without internet to stay connected! 

Our Missions 
 

Do you know what missions we support?  
 Here are a few  
Food Shelf 
Heifer Project 
Prayer Shawls 
Fidget blankets 
Meals on Wheels 
Facemasks 
 
Wednesday night community dinners (hopefully 
again in the future) 

Pastor Chad and Janet miss you all stopping into the church to visit. We hope this can happen 
again in the future.   We hope you all had a Blessed Christmas and wish you a Happy New Year! 

The Administrative Council will re-
assess January 19th to see if it is safe 
to open yet or remain closed, due to 
numbers of COVID-19 cases, and 
Governor and CDC information. 

Pastors letter cont. 
 
I see gravestones in cemeteries that indicate planning for this last stage of earthly pilgrimage has been done. 
There are only names and birthdates given.  A life or two lives are still living on this side.  What will be made of 
this life you still live?  How will you react to forces outside of our control?  How will you navigate our own way 
by our own hand?  What traits would you most like to be remembered by?  What will be your legacy after the 
dash and death date has been etched in stone? 
Well, these are potent questions.  The beginning of a new year is an opportunity to ponder.  We all have our own 
unique ways about us.  And yet we have a solidarity, a commonness to be sure, as well.  We carry the torch of 
faith that God has so richly bestowed on us.  We live a faith that is a witness to others, through love and obedi-
ence, through perseverance and hope.  And with God, there is no dash.  For we will live on with Him after our 
journey is finished here.   
Walking together in Christ, 
Pastor Christensen  
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Office hours 

Janet S.  

Mon & Thurs. 

      8-1 

Pastor Chad 

Tues. & Thurs. 
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Worship 

8:00 am 
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the Lord 
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