
March Newsletter 
United Methodist Church of Dodge Center 

 

Pastor: Chad Christensen  

Email:  revchriste5@gmail.com  

Cell phone : 573-514-5007 

Pastor Chad’s Office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday- 9:00-12 :00 
 
Administrative Assistant: Janet Sinning 
Email:   secdcumc@gmail.com 
 

Phone:  507-374-6885 (Office) 
Office Hours:  Monday & Thursday’s  
    8:00- 1:00 
 
 
 
Website: www.dodgecenterumc.org 
 

Visit us and like us on Facebook! 
 

 
Dodge Center United Methodist Church 
PO Box 98 
20 First Street NE 
Dodge Center, MN 55927 
 

Worship Services  8:00 am in  

person and online on Facebook.  
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Pastor Chad’s Message… 
The Sanctity of Life 

 As I write this, I just learned of a 
former parishioner, a farmer in Mis-
souri, collided with a train on Ash 
Wednesday and was killed.  The RR 
tracks were between his farm and the 
town closest to him, tracks he had 
passed over many times.  It was a 
“routine trip to town” when his pickup skid on the ice and 
could not stop as the train approached. 

 This was a 60-year-old man, and his church was al-
ready rocked by the death of an energetic 80- year-old man 
also of the same church, who died of Covid in November 
(he too was too young, as he would certainly have continued 
living without having contracted the virus).   

 I’m a pastor and I have worked with deaths, natural 
ones and tragic ones alike.  But I’m just floored.  I can’t 
fathom these two men dying the way they did.  I can’t be-
lieve they are gone. 

 Mary and Joseph were in the same situation.  How 
could they fathom their son, Jesus, dying as a criminal and 
by the worst possible punishment their society offered?  Im-
agine also the thoughts, confusion and sadness that Jesus’ 
disciples felt when this man they were so close to for three 
years of ministry and was their leader, who called them to 
drop everything and follow him, met such a death?  Last, 
but not least, Jesus was pained about what was to come in 
his trial and said from the cross “My God, my God, why has 
thou forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34b) 

 A complicated story, an unusual Lordship to be sure, 
and the stark reality of death set next to life.  And we jour-
ney into our Lord Jesus’ story, if but briefly sketched, 
across six Sundays of Lent leading up to Easter. 

 God says, “Come to me.”  Jesus’ life is the reality of 
God Being With Us.  As you hear the scriptures read for 
each Sunday, and the red thread running through each to 
connect them, be mindful of the love of God that reaches for 
you and says, “I want you for always.”  For Jesus’ life is the 
full demonstration of God’s love.  

 Life is sacred.  Jesus died to take away our sins.  Je-
sus was raised from the dead so that we, too, will have a 
new life, and have life eternal to come.  It is only this truth 
that can speak to the unspeakable realm of death, losses, 
tragedies, and pains of this life.   

 May your Lenten journey be filled with holiness. 

       
 Yours in Christ, 

   Pastor Chad  
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March Birthdays 
 

Breckyn Franko              3 
Shirley Bowman     4 
Mikaela Burtis                8 
Taelyn Narveson        9 
Reece Kispert-Johnson  26 
Larry Burtis       27 
Erin Kispert        28 
Ralph Hanggi               30 
Shari Garness              31 
 
 

 

The Dodge County Food Shelf is in need of food 
donations.  
The food shelf is still in need of canned vegeta-
bles, paper products, and boxed food items. 
There is a container for donations by the front 
door. The need is great, please consider donating 
items.  

Greater Minnesota Gas Announcement 
Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. (GMG_ would like to remind res-
idential homeowners or renters of the Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (EAP). This federally funded program helps pay for 
home heating costs for income qualifified customers. Please 
contact your local EAP Service Provider to apply. For help 
finding your local EAP provider, call us at 888-931-3411. Ap-
plications must be received or postmarked by May 31, 2021 to 
be processed for benefits for the 2020-20212 program year. 
You can find more information on-line at the Minnesota De-
partment of Commerce website at: https://mn.goiv/commerce/ 

March  Anniversaries 
 
Kevin & Theresa Dostal             15 
Vincent & Stephanie Chicos       28  
Pastor Joyce and Kendy Parker 29 

“It is not faith in Christ that saves you (although 
faith is the instrument); it is Christ’s blood and 
merits.” 
 
    -Wayne Saffen 

 
 
 

 
March FoodShare begins on Monday, March 
1 and we are grateful for your contin-
ued support.  
 
Because of COVID, we would prefer mone-
tary donations this year. For every $1.00 that 
is donated to the food shelf we are able to 
purchase roughly $10.00 worth of food. If 
someone would rather donate food or person-
al care items, they of course are always wel-
come to do so. 
  
We are open our regular hours:  Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8 - 12:30 am and 1:30 - 4 pm. 
  
We are focused on providing food to people 
safely by sanitizing, wearing masks, and so-
cial distancing. The food shelf averages 20-
25# per person in a given shopping trip, 
which is about 10# more per person than a 
year ago. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers:  
Mar. 7  Janet Bugarin 
Mar. 14 Sheila Freerksen 
Mar. 21 Lisa O’Neil 
Mar. 28 Tyler Kispert 

Counters: 
Mar. 7  Kim Marquardt and Ralph Burtis 
Mar. 14  Lisa O’Neil and Shawn Lepp 
Mar. 21  Dale and Lona Jensen 
Mar. 28  Lisa O’Neil and Kim Marquardt 
 
If you are unable to do your duty on the as-
signed Sunday, please find a substitute. 

 
Grandchildren 
Service men and women 
Those who have no church home 
Young adults who have left the church 
Those who suffer from mental illness 
and addictions; and their families 
Those affected by Alzheimer’s and other 
ailments of    aging 
Traveling mercies 
Unspoken prayers   

Can’t make it to in person worship? You 
can view the service each Sunday on Face-
book.  Search United Methodist Church of 
Dodge Center. You don’t need Facebook to 
view our service. 

Need a prayer shawls, fidget blan-
ket or face mask? 
 
Prayer shawls, fidget lap blankets, and cloth face 
masks are available at church at the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact the  church office 374-6885 or 
Lois Lepp for assistance if needed. There is no 
charge for any of these items but a contribution to 
the church would be welcome for anyone who 
chooses to do that! 
 
Thank-you to Barbara Gilliland and Cheryl Stow-
ers for knitting and crocheting the prayer shawls. 
There are also fleece wrap around prayer shawls 
available. There is a accompanying card with a 
prayer poem 
hat goes with each shawl. This poem explains that 
each prayer shawl was made with love and pray-
ers, to bless the one who receives it! 

Giving– just a friendly reminder to con-
tinue  sending your giving to the 
church. You may mail it to                                         
PO Box 98                                     
Dodge Center, MN 55927 

JOIN PASTOR CHAD 
 

Lenten Book/Bible Study, Wednesdays, 6:30pm 
through March 24.  “Grateful” by Diana Butler 
Bass.  You can still join in the study!  Contact Pas-
tor Chad if interested. 
 
Thursday Mid-Week Devotions (Facebook live 
stream and emails) are based on Bishop Michael 
Curry’s book “Love: Holding on to Hope in Trou-
bling Times”. 

 



 

 

Our church will be collecting money for Heifer International, beginning March 21 through April 25. This is our 
9th year that we have been collecting money to send to Heifer International.  Our goal has always been to 
raise $1,000 or more.  We would like to match or surpass $1,000 this year!   

We will kick off our Heifer International fundraiser on Sunday, March 21. Join us for worship that day.  Typ-
ically we have the children participate in a noisy offering but due to COVID restrictions, we will not be taking a 
noisy offering, during worship, this year. However, you can still collect your coins, bring them to church, and 
put them in the Heifer cans that will be located behind the pews.  We could even have a friendly competition 
between the east side and west side pew goers.  Cash and checks are also accepted.  You can make checks 
out to Dodge Center UMC and put “Heifer International” in the memo section.  We will continue to collect mon-
ey through Sunday,  April 25.  For more information on Heifer International you may go to www.heifer.org.   
 

 

Sunday School back on the Schedule!!! 
For the remainder of the 2021 school year, we will be offering Sunday School classes as long as 
our church remains opens for in-person worship.  Children ages 3 through 6th grade are invited to 
attend.  We will hold Sunday school classes during worship on the dates listed below (every other 
Sunday beginning March 21).  Mark your calendars now.  Worship begins at 8:00.  The children 
will begin  worship with their parents, go up to the front of the church for the children’s sermon 
with Pastor Chad, and then go downstairs to Sunday school class.  Children must wear masks and 
social distance when possible. 

Date Lesson 

March 21 Heifer International & Palm Sunday (March 28) 

April 11 Easter:  Go and Tell  (Matthew 28:19) 

April 25 Daniel in the Lions’ Den  (Psalm 121:2) 

May 9 Jonah (Jonah 4:2) 

May 23 
“Dig Into the Bible”  
** 3rd Graders will receive Bibles from the church during the children’s moments. 



 

 

 
 

.DODGE CENTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2021   (Approved) 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Beth Hanggi (SPRC), Chad Christensen (Pastor), Dale Jensen (Trustees), Janet Buga-
rin (SPRC), Kelly Amunrud (Trust Fund), Lisa O'Neil (Ad Council Chairperson), Sheila Freerksen 
(Secretary Ad Council), and Tyler Kispert (Treasurer).   
 
MEETING: Lisa called the meeting to order. The Vision Mission statement was read in unison. Prayer 
concerns were shared. Pastor Chad opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 
SECRETARY: The 12-9-2020 Ad Council minutes were distributed. An update on the minutes was made. 
Motion was made to approve the update. Motion was seconded and approved.  
 
TREASURER: Ending bank balance $10,319.68. There is $4,208.90 for apportionments due for 5 months 
from 2020.  
 
TRUST FUND: Balance as of September 30, 2020 is $ 57,808.80.  
 
TRUSTEES: No report.  
 
SPRC: The parsonage garage door eyes have been replaced. The renters are still looking for a home to 
purchase.  
 
PASTOR: (See page 2)  
Janet S. is working at home now and Pastor Chad is picking up mail and letting Janet know.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: The Christmas sermon on December 23rd was a good night. Book Study was dis-
cussed. Pastor Chad and others are participating in the Trinity Lutheran Simpson Forum. The topic is “Re-
Visioning the Role of the Christian Community in Today’s Society.” We discussed re-opening the church 
on January 24th to begin in-person worship. It was approved to reopen, for in-person worship, on January 
24th . We then discussed February 17th for Ash Wednesday church service and the following Wednesday 
nights. We approved The Feb. 17th Ash Wednesday 6:30pm service at church. The following Wednes-
days will have a book study during Lent season.  
 
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, February 16th , at 6:30pm.  
 
Sheila Freerksen Administrative Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

December 24th 7:00 pm 



 

 

2021 Houston’s Greenhouse Easter Flower Prices  
 

Due to shortages in Easter flower availability this year, we have to make 
changes in ordering as follows:  
 
All orders need to be in by March 07, 2021  
 
Orders need to be guaranteed and cannot be canceled, as we will not be order-
ing much more than is requested.  
 
Flower Prices: White Easter Lilies - $11.00  
Large Mum - 13.00  
Begonia – 13.00   
Small Mum - 7.00  
 
 
Please place your order in the offering plate today with your money. Be sure 
to  put in the memo it’s for your flower (s). 
 
 
Given by: 
 
 
 
In honor or memory of: 
 
 
 
Flower (s): 



 

 

Easter Flowers from Huckleberry 
 

Because Houston’s deadline is so short we are also able to get 
flowers from Huckleberry at a slightly higher cost but later dead-
line. Easter Lilies and blooming plants are 6”. 
 
 
Easter Lilly  $15.00 each       
Begonia     15.00 
Tulips   15.00 
Mums   15.00 
 
 
In honor or memory of: 
 
 
 
Given by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please place your order in the offering plate today with your mon-
ey. Be sure to  put in the memo it’s for your flower (s). 
Huckleberry deadline is March 22nd.    
 
 
 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
Online Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 

4 
Midweek devo-
tions online 
6:30 

5 
World Day of 
Prayer 

6 

7 
Communion 

8 9 10  
Online Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 

11 
Midweek devo-
tions online 
6:30 

12 13 

14 
UMCOR  
Sunday 
Daylight sav-
ings time be-
gins 

15 16 17 
Online Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 

18 
Midweek devo-
tions online 
6:30 

19 20 

21 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
Sunday School 

22 23 24 
Online Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 

25 
Midweek devo-
tions online 
6:30 

26 27 
Passover begins 

28 
Palm Sunday 
 

29 
Holy Week  
begins 

30 31 
 

   

MARCH 2021 
IN LIKE A LION ~OUT LIKE A LAMB 
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In God’s hands 
We are not the masters of our own destinies. We are called to plan 
and strategize, to work and live active lives, to attempt things that 
are beyond us and tackle challenges that stretch us to the limit. Yet 
the outcome of our efforts, even our ability to exert ourselves, is al-
ways in God’s had. 
   -Carolyn Custis James, The Gospel of Ruth 


