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Pastor Chad’s Message… 
Excerpts from my sermon on April 18, 
2021, based on Luke 24:36b-48, when 
Jesus appears with his disciples after his 
resurrection.] 

 

The only survivor of a shipwreck was 
washed up on a small, uninhabited is-
land.  He prayed fervently for God to 
rescue him, and every day he scanned the horizon for help, 
but none seemed forthcoming.  Exhausted, he eventually 
managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him 
from the elements and to store his few possessions.  But 
then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to 
find his little hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky.  
The worst had happened; everything was lost.  He was 
stunned with grief and anger.  “God, how could you do this 
to me!” he cried.   

 Early the next day, however, he was awakened by 
the sound of a ship that was approaching the island.  It had 
come to rescue him.  “How did you know I was here?” 
asked the weary man of his rescuers.  “We saw your smoke 
signal,” they replied. 

 It is easy to get discouraged when things are going 
badly.  But we shouldn’t lose heart, because God is at work 
in our lives, even in the midst of pain and suffering.   

 When Jesus shows the scars on his hands and his 
feet, he shows us this kind of smoke signal, that these scars 
are actually our help even though they seem so intricately 
involved with tragedy.  Our Lord comes to us, certainly by 
way of the tormenting death on the cross, to save you and 
me.  So, it is of little wonder that Jesus wants us to know 
him by his wounds.  This is a curious thing.  Our God (Jesus 
is God’s son, but we also believe that Jesus is God) is ready 
to show his scars.  I think this is marvelously important for 
us today.  This is crucial for a faithful body of people to 
know and for everybody to know.  Because we all fall upon 
hard times, sometime.  Perhaps your wounds are not quite 
as drastic today.  Maybe they don’t involve loss so much as 
something that is lacking in meaning for you.  Maybe they 
don’t involve loss so much as something that is lacking in 
meaning for you.  But you may question: What is my pur-
pose here…can I hack what I am doing right now?   I am 
thinking of a story of a young female fire fighter from Ho-
boken, NJ who has struggled with working in a male-
dominated workplace.  She feels isolated as the men there 
don’t talk to her much.  Fighting fires is tough enough, let 
alone being excluded from the camaraderie.  Then one day a 
unit returns after their shift, having just fought a large apart-
ment fire and that unit now is just one person, not five.   

(Cont. on next page) 
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Cathy Radil  1 
Todd Bowman 12 
Bronson Freerksen 15 
Betty Staffon 20 
Todd Kispert 21 
Melecio Bugarin 24 
Summer Freerksen 24 
Julie Bowman 28 
 

 

April Anniversaries 
 
Chris & Lisa O’Neil                   16 

Pastors letter continued... 
 
 
That one fire fighter lost his whole unit in the blaze.  His fellow fire fighters are dead.  And the lonely woman, af-
ter spending the day isolated in the station, walks with this surviving fire fighter to his car and hears his story.  Her 
isolation now gone in the moment, she did perhaps the most important part of work in that walk to his car, hearing 
his story.  There was conversation and consolation there.  She was in the right place in the right time for this man 
who lost his whole unit.   
 
God’s grace comes to us in time of need.  To a frightened group of disciples, Jesus says, “look at my hands and my 
feet, touch me and see my wounds”—so that you may believe, so that you may know that you are not alone when 
you encounter hardship.  This is something God freely gives us through a wounded Son, His wounded Son.  Yes, 
this is hard for us to grasp, which is why we need to keep hearing it, hearing God’s promises made to us.  But our 
God is extravagant with His grace!   
 The 16th century theologian and founder of Lutheranism, Martin Luther, also mentioned that God brings 
the gospel, the Good News we have in Christ, to us in other ways.  In a document known as the Smalcald Articles, 
which Luther wrote during the Reformation in 1537, provided the concept of “mutual conversation and consola-
tion” between Christians.  This mutual conversation and consolation meant that we receive God through each oth-
er, that we encounter God through each other, just like the fire fighter needed someone to listen to him.  Perhaps 
he encountered God in the woman who was there to hear his story. 
 
Mutual conversation and consolation.  Grace comes from words ordinary Christians speak to one another, be it in 
church but certainly also in the fabric of everyday life.  Did you know that it is possible for God’s grace to work 
through you for the sake of another?  It is true.  God works that way.  God works through other people.  God 
works through you.  That ought to give each of us enough purpose in this life, knowing that at any given moment 
in time, we just might be a conduit for God, a fountain of revealing God’s grace (God’s unconditional love) to oth-
ers. 
 So, remember, the next time you are going through hardship, when your hut is burning to the ground, such 
hardship may be a precursor or lead into a response of a friend, or a stranger, who brings to you the grace (the 
love) of God.  It works the other way as well: You might just be the ship, that rescuing fountain of God through 
being a listener and speaker, for another.   
   Continued blessings to you during this Easter season, 
             Pastor Christensen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Readers:  
May 2  Janet Bugarin  
May 9  Ralph Burtis 
May 16 Lisa O’Neil  
May 23 McKenna Freerksen 
May 30 Tyler Kispert 

Counters: 
May 2  Lisa O’Neil and Shawn Lepp 
May 9  Kelly Amunrud and Ralph Burtis 
May 16  Kim Marquardt and Lisa O’Neil  
May 23  Kelly Amunrud and Kim Marquardt 
May 30  Ralph Burtis and  Shawn Lepp 
 
If you are unable to do your duty on the as-
signed Sunday, please find a substitute. 
    
 

 
Grandchildren 
Service men and women 
Those who have no church home 
Young adults who have left the church 
Those who suffer from mental illness 
and addictions; and their families 
Those affected by Alzheimer’s and other 
ailments of    aging 
Traveling mercies 
Unspoken prayers   

Can’t make it to in person worship? You 
can view the service each Sunday on Face-
book.  Search United Methodist Church of 
Dodge Center. You don’t need Facebook to 
view our service. 

Need a prayer shawls, fidget blan-
ket or face mask? 
 
Prayer shawls, fidget lap blankets, and cloth face 
masks are available at church at the back of the 
sanctuary. Contact the  church office 374-6885 or 
Lois Lepp for assistance if needed. There is no 
charge for any of these items but a contribution to 
the church would be welcome for anyone who 
chooses to do that! 
 
Thank-you to Barbara Gilliland and Cheryl Stow-
ers for knitting and crocheting the prayer shawls. 
There are also fleece wrap around prayer shawls 
available. There is a accompanying card with a 
prayer poem 
hat goes with each shawl. This poem explains that 
each prayer shawl was made with love and pray-
ers, to bless the one who receives it! 

Giving– just a friendly reminder to con-
tinue  sending your giving to the 
church. You may mail it to                                         
PO Box 98                                     
Dodge Center, MN 55927 

The month of March we donated 
56.7 lbs of food. To Semcac. 



 

 
You are invited to a  

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, May 23 at 2:00 p.m. 

Place: In person at the church 
Purpose: Revisit and reboot the “2020 Church Check-up” re-

port.  Plan for the future! 

Please join us!  Your input is important! 

Other special events 
 

Wednesday, May 19  5 – 6 pm Community Free Dinner 
  
Sunday, May 23:    3rd Grade Bible Presentation; H.S. Senior Recognition 
 2:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting 



 

 

Date Lesson 

May 9 Jonah (Jonah 4:2) 

May 23 
“Dig Into the Bible”  
** 3rd Graders will receive Bibles from the church during the children’s moments. 

Sunday School back on the Schedule!!! 
For the remainder of the 2021 school year, we will be offering Sunday School classes as long 
as our church remains opens for in-person worship.  Children ages 3 through 6th grade are in-
vited to attend.  We will hold Sunday school classes during worship on the dates listed below 

Mark your calendars now.  Worship begins at 8:00.  The children will begin  worship with 
their parents, go up to the front of the church for the children’s sermon with Pastor Chad, and 

then go downstairs to Sunday school class.  Children must wear masks and social distance 
when possible. 

Sunday School Lesson for MaY ~“Jonah” 
 
Main Idea:   
The story of Jonah helps us understand that God 
loves all people and will forgive them when they 
repent. 
 
Scriptures:  Book of Jonah 
 
Objectives:  
Children will… 
~ become familiar with the story of Jonah. 
~ explore ways to tell others about God, as Jonah did. 



 

 

I plan to get a four year degree in Business Management and minor in 
marketing. In hopes of starting my own business one day. At this time 
I’m still undecided on the college I will be attending.  

McKenna Freerksen 

 

Heifer International project 
Thank-you to all who donated money for Heifer International 
this year. When the total amount of donations is known we 
will announce that soon. We will plan to again collect money 
for Heifer next year, 2022,  during Lent, with a noisy offering on 
Palm Sunday. You may save your loose change throughout 
the coming year. There are coin boxes for Heifer International 
available at church. This is the 9th year we are sending money. 
For more information about the organization you many check out 
www.heifer.org. 

WWAP (Women With a Pur-
pose) will meet on Friday, May 
21st at 9:30 a.m. at the church. 
All women of the church and 
friends are welcome to join us 
for an informal time of fellow-
ship. Bring your own beverage 
and a snack to share if you wish. 

CLASS MOTTO 
"All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given to us." 
                                                            -J.R.R. Tolkien. 
CLASS FLOWER 
Rose 
 

CLASS COLORS 
Burgundy and Grey 



 

 

 
DODGE CENTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021   (Approved) 

 
 
ATTENDANCE:  Beth Hanggi (SPRC), Chad Christensen (Pastor), Dale Jensen (Trustees), Kelly Amun-
rud (Trust Fund), Lisa O'Neil (Ad Council Chairperson), Sheila Freerksen (Secretary Ad Council), and Ty-
ler Kispert (Treasurer).   
 
MEETING:  Lisa called the meeting to order.  The Vision Mission statement was read in unison. Concerns 
and praise reports were shared.  Pastor Chad opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
SECRETARY:  The 1-19-2021 Ad Council minutes were distributed.  Motion was made to approve the 
minutes.  Motion was seconded and approved.   
 
TREASURER:  $11,258.22 bank balance with $3,388.38 in outstanding checks and $1,894.75 in out-
standing deposits for an ending book balance of $9,761.65.  Apportionments due for 2020 are 
$4,935.91.  January 2021 apportionments due are $720.01. Tyler will pay the 2021 apportionments and 
then work on paying the 2020 apportionments due.    
 
TRUST FUND:  $64,000 balance at this time.  
 
TRUSTEES:  Light bulbs have been changed up high in the altar.  
 
SPRC:   A meeting will be scheduled soon.   
 
 
PASTOR:  (See page 2) 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Pastor Chad, Lisa, and Beth participated in the Virtual Simpson Forum through the 
Trinity Lutheran church in St. Peter, MN the last 4 weeks.  Upcoming Lent service will be tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 17

th
 at 6:30pm.  A book study will be offered the following Wednesdays through 

lent.  Youth classes were also discussed.  Sunday School will be offered March 21
st
.  Heifer International 

donation was discussed and decided upon collecting money through a noisy offering.  We will collect 
money through Easter.  Destroying UMC Financial Records from 2013 was discussed.  A motion was 
made to destroy the financial records.  Motion was seconded and voted on.  The motion was approved.   
 
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, March 16

th
 at 6:30 pm. 

  
Sheila Freerksen 
Administrative Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

December 24th 7:00 pm 



 

 DCUMC:  Pastor Chad’s report for 1/8/21 to 2/9/21 

Home/phone visits: 7;   Letter writing of encouragement/care to mem-
bers:  7                                                                                                   
Pre-marriage/wedding planning visits: 0                                                                                
Nursing home or facility visits: 0                                       
Funerals: 0;   Weddings: 0 Vacation days taken in 2021: 1 day (Jan. 2) 
 

Pastor Chad’s Ministries & Activities: 
·       Calling parishioners on phone to check-in; fewer home visits right now as desired by church members 

·       Planning ahead for Lenten worship 

·       Creating mid-week devotions 

·       Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) worship planning 

·       Pastor’s text study with Kenyon area Lutheran and Methodist pastors (weekly) 

·       Finished completing 2020 reports for Conference 

·       Attending with Trinity members via Zoom, Simpson Seminar on mission, St. Peter, MN (4 Wednesday 
nights) 
 

UPCOMING Ministries & Activities 

Continued planning for Lent 
Review where we are at with Sunday school/youth ministry (at Ad Council?) 

“Thinking Outside the Box on Outreach” congregation meeting (after we re-open)—where does this stand, given 
our lower worship numbers right now, would we get attendees? 

Keep pace with general home visits 

Planning Thurs. Facebook devotions series on “love” w/ Michael Curry book 

Will hold book study during Lenten Wednesdays 6:30pm (Feb. 24-Mar 24) via Zoom/in person with book 
“Grateful” by Diana Butler Bass (with Trinity) 

Thinking about Sunday school and Youth strategies 

Will provide a more “mission-oriented” sermon message on 2nd Sunday of the month to keep our focus on church 
growth and vitality 
 

Note:  Doris Weber will serve on SPRC. 
 

Correspondence –   
OFFICE HRS: 
Trinity:  Mon: 9-noon; Wed: 9-noon; 
DCUMC:  Tues.: 9-noon & Thurs 9-noon (w/secretary at UMC) and pastor’s text study 

Friday- Pastoral visitation and final prep for Sunday 

Sat.: day off;  Pastor Chad’s mobile number: (call/text)  573-514-5007   



 

 

DODGE CENTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021   (Updated) 

ATTENDANCE:  Beth Hanggi (SPRC), Chad Christensen (Pastor), Dale Jensen (Trustees), Kelly Amunrud (Trust 
Fund), Lisa O'Neil (Ad Council Chairperson), Sheila Freerksen (Secretary Ad Council), and Tyler Kispert 
(Treasurer).   
 
MEETING:  Lisa called the meeting to order.  The Vision Mission statement was read in unison. Concerns and 
praise reports were shared.  Pastor Chad opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
SECRETARY:  The 2-16-21 Ad Council minutes were distributed.  Motion was made to approve the minutes.  Mo-
tion was seconded and approved.   
 
TREASURER:  Balance at the end of February $10,490.87.  Savings Memorial Fund balance is $12,457.42.  Par-
sonage rental 50% is $3,800 is saved for updating the parsonage.  Payroll taxes are due next month.  $4,208.90 are 
left for the 2020 apportionments.  Tyler will pay the apportionment one month for 2020 and one month in 2021. It’s 
been approved to purchase antivirus software for the church’s computers. Janet S. would like to consider receiving 
money for updating the supplies she needs for the church.  Tyler will take care of this. 
 
TRUSTEES:   The UMC entry way ceiling has been leaking with the snow on the flat roof.  Dale, Mark, & Daytin 
were up on the flat roof to remove the heavy snow that was just dropped here.  Gary Kline Roofing in Rochester 
has been contacted for an estimate to remodel the flat roof.  The bell tower also needs to be repaired.  The air vent 
on the roof also needs to be removed and updated.   An estimate was given to the trustees.  This was discussed and 
approved.  We also need to repair the inside upper ceiling in the entry way this spring.  There are some ceiling light 
fixtures in the upstairs north room that need to be repaired.  This will be checked into.  The east window by the up-
stairs bathroom had been broken and K&M Glass had been called a couple weeks ago.  It has been now repaired 
last week on Thursday.       
 
PASTOR:  (See page 2)   
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   
Palm Sunday—palm branches will be available and will be handed out when congregation members enter for ser-
vice.  They will be waved during the service.   
Holy week services: Maundy Thursday at our church, at 6:30 pm.  Good Friday service at the West Concord United 
Methodist Church, at 5:30 pm.  Pastor Chad will be preaching there for Good Friday and we are invited to attend.  
Easter Sunday worship will be at our church, at the normal 8:00 a.m. time.  It was approved to have Janet S. put an 
ad in Independent newspaper for $35.  The UMC members on a committee list will need to be updated.  An email 
will go out to members to ask them if they would like to continue on the committee they are listed on or serve in 
another capacity.   
Monthly free meals again at our UMC was discussed.  We will now do this in April on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month, April 21st at 5-6pm. The WWAP meeting will be meeting again at the church on April 16th at 9:30am.    
 
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, April 20th at 6:30pm. 
Sheila Freerksen 
Administrative Council Secretary 



 

 

DCUMC:  Pastor Chad’s report for 2/9/21 to 3/16/21 
 
Home/phone visits: 8  
Pre-marriage/wedding planning visits: 0                    
Nursing home or facility visits: 0                     
Funerals: 0  
Weddings: 0    
Vacation: 0 
 
Pastor Chad’s Ministries & Activities: 
Calling parishioners on phone to check-in 
Planning ahead for Easter worship 
Creating mid-week devotions 
Lead Wed. book/Bible study on “Grateful” book 
Ash Wednesday (2/17) worship planning and service 
Hosted Dodge Center pastors for prayer meeting (2/18) 
Pastor’s text study with Kenyon area Lutheran and Methodist pastors (weekly) 
Attending via Zoom, Simpson Seminar on mission, St. Peter, MN 
Meals on Wheels distribution with Sheila  
 
UPCOMING Ministries & Activities 
Preliminary planning for Good Friday and Easter worship 
May I host a men’s group fellowship at a place out in the community? 
Correspondence –    
Pastoral needs—questions--suggestions 
 
OFFICE HRS: 
Trinity:  Mon: 9-noon; Wed: 9-noon; 
DCUMC:  Tues.: 9-noon & Thurs 9-noon (w/secretary at UMC) and pastor’s text study 
Friday- Pastoral visitation and final prep for Sunday 
Sat.: day off 
 
New Pastor Chad’s mobile number: (call/text)  507-517-4160 



 

 You’re Invited!! 

Join us for a… 

Free Dinner  

(open to anyone in the community) 

Due to COVID restrictions, only 

Take Out & Curbside Pickup will be available 

Wednesday, May 19 

Time: 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Dodge Center United Methodist Church 

1st Street and 1st Avenue; Dodge Center 

 
Dear Members,  

We could use help with this event.  If you are interested in helping 

out by providing food or helping set up, serve, or clean up, please 

sign up with this link:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094CA5AC2AA1FA7-umcfree7 

Or you can email Lisa O’Neil (peelette@yahoo.com) and she’ll add 

you to the sign up. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094CA5AC2AA1FA7-umcfree7


 

  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 

Cinco de 
Mayo 

6 

National Day 

of Prayer 

7 8 

9 

Sunday School 
10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 

Ascension 

Sunday 

17 18 

Ad Council 

6:30 pm 

19 

Free        

Community 

dinner 

5-6 pm 

20 21 22 

23 3rd Grade Bi-

ble presentation 

Recognize our 

Senior 

2pm Congrega-

tional meeting 

24 

Newsletter 

due 

Sunday School 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 

Peace with 

Justice Sunday 

31 
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While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;
[a] with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”  


